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CONFIDENTIAL KABUL 4297 

EO 11652: GDS 
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SUBJECT: AFGHAN RESPONSE TO EVENTS IN INDIA AND MRS. 

GANDHI’S STRICT MEASURES 

1. SUMMARY. AFGHANS WHO HAVE COMMENTED ON RECENT EVENTS 
IN INDIA SEEMS NOT TO HAVE LINKED THEM WITH FUTURE 
INDIAN-AFGHAN RELATIONSHIPS. WHILE OFFICIAL POSITION ( ALTHOUGH 
NOT PUBLICIZED) IS THAT MRS. GANDHI, OF COURSE, ACTED 
CORRECTLY AND CONSTITUTIONALLY GIVEN PROVOCATIONS, OPINION 

OF LEADING JOURNALISTS WITH WHOM WE TALKED WAS OPENLY CRITICAL 
OF AUTHORITARIAN TURN OF EVENTS. AS INTERESTING SIDELIGHT, 

DEPUTY FOREIGN MINISTER TOLD AMBASSADOR THAT INDIA'S PROBLEMS 
WILL MAKE AFGHANS ALL THE MORE CAREFUL IN PHRASING THEIR 
NEW CONSTITUTION, WHICH IS APPARENTLY STILL IN DRAFT. END 
SUMMARY. 

2. IN DISCUSSION BETWEEN MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS INFORM- 
ATION DIRECTOR FARHANG, AND GEORGE SHERMAN, NEA/PRESS OFFICER 
WHO VISITED KABUL JUNE 30, FARHANG TOOK VIEW THAT MRS. GANDHI 
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COUNTRY AND THAT SHE HAD ACTED IN ACCORDANCE WITH CONSTITUT- 
IONAL PROVISIONS. WE TAKE THIS TO BE OFFICIAL MFA POSITION, 

BUT BELIEVE GOA WILL USE IT ONLY IF ASKED AND NOT AS PUBLIC 
LINE. THUS FAR REPORTS PRINTED HERE ON INDIAN SITUATION 
HAVE BEEN STRAIGHT NEWS WITHOUT EDITORIALIZING. 

3. INFORMED PRIVATE OPINION IS MUCH LESS KIND TO MRS. 

GANDHI. AT LUNCHEON IN SHERMAN S HONOR IOURNALISTS PRESENT 
WERE OUTSPOKENLY DISMAYED AT AUTHORITARIAN TURN OF EVENTS. 
CONSENSUS WAS THAT DESPITE ENORMITY OF HER PROBLEMS THERE 
WAS INSUFFICIENT JUSTIFICATION FOR MRS. GANDHI'S CLAMPDOWN, 

AND ONE JOURNALIST WHO LIVED SEVERAL YEARS IN INDIA STATES 
THAT HER CHARGES 

THAT INDIAN MILITARY HAD BECOME INFILTRATED 

BY SUBVERSIVE ELEMENTS WAS CERTAIN TO CAUSE ALIENATION THAT 

COULD LEAD TO HER DOWNFALL. 

4. THOSE AFGHANS WHO EXPRESSED OPINIONS AT THE LUNCH SEEMED 
NOT TO FIND IMPORT FOR AFGHANISTAN, AND THEY DID NOT SPEC- 
ULATE ON WHERE ALL THIS MIGHT LEAD RELATIONS BETWEEN THE 
COUNTRIES. NOR DID THEY SPECULATE ON HOW SOVIET UNION S 
POSITION IN INDIA MIGHT BE AFFECTED, WHICH COULD ULTIMATELY 
HAVE CONSIDERABLE EFFECT ON AFGHAN OUTLOOK TOWARD ITS REGION. 

5. DEPUTY FOREIGN MINISTER WAHEED ABDULLAH, TOLD AMBASSADOR 
ON JUNE 30 THAT EVENTS IN INDIA, WHICH HE APPARENTLY HAS 
FOLLOWED WITH INTEREST, HAD MADE AFGHAN LEADERS ALL THE 
MORE CAUTIOUS IN DRAFTING A NEW CONSTITUTION AND ALL THE 
MORE INTERESTED IN TAKING INTO ACCOUNT SOME OF THE PROBLEMS 
THAT HAVE ARISEN "IN NEARBY COUNTRIES." ONE OF THE AREAS 
MENTIONED IN PARTICULAR WAS MAPPING A PROPER PLACE FOR 
POLITICAL PARTIES, AND ABDULLAH ADDED THAT A PRINCIPAL 
FAILURE OF THE PREVIOUS MONARCHIAL REGIME WAS NOT 
PROMULGATING A LAW GOVERNING PARTIES. 

COMMENT: ON THIS EVE OF CELEBRATION OF THE SECOND ANNIV- 
ERSARY OF AFGHAN REPUBLIC THERE IS AGAIN MUCH SPECULATION 
REGARDING A CONSTITUTION. ABDULLAH'S COMMENT, THOUGH MADE 
IN ANOTHER CONTEXT, MAY INDICATE THAT NOT MUCH PROGRESS HAS 
BEEN MADE AND THAT PROMULGATION REMAINS DISTANT. END COMMENT. 
ELIOT 
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